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Abstract

Covid-19 is a dreadful communicable disease which brought dramatic changes in the Education system
globally. Online zoom classes are conducted all over the world to teach and guide the students, so that the
academic year will not be wasted. The present study aims to explore the learning experience of nursing
students regarding online classes during Covid-19 lockdown periods and to associate the learning experience
of nursing students with the demographic variables. A single blinded quantitative study with purposive
sampling technique, 250 B.Sc. Nursing students were enrolled in this study. Demographic variables and 23
questions on teaching, learning and difficulties of online classes were used in a 5 point likert scale. Data was
collected by sharing the questions in Google dox format to the students. The result of the study revealed high
level of satisfaction with maximum score of 63.0 and minimum score of 26.0. This result was significant
with the mean value of 46.21 and the standard deviation of 7.32. The association of the learning experience
of nursing students with the demographic variables was significant with the year of study of the participants.
Hence the research hypothesis formulated in this study was proved.
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Introduction

Now a days Covid-19 virus is predominant globally.
It is a dreadful communicable disease causing severe
morbidity and mortality. Educational system is facing
multiple challenges to complete the academic curriculum
of 2020. Meticulous planning and guidance from the
academician, professor’s and teacher’s is essential to shift
the classroom teaching to online Education. The online
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Education has several technological advancement which
has to be adapted by the teachers and students. India is
a developing country giving the best education for all
age groups. Online classes through media is valuable.
Students are able to communicate with video and audio
and clear all doubts with teachers. Home environment
will be good to concentrate without emotional and
physical strain'

In our daily work technology is used in maximum
areas and it is the part and parcel of our life. Since the
schools and colleges are closed due to lockdown digital
and Microsoft zoom classes can be promoted by the
universities. It will be flexible and economical®. Virtual
education is emerging all over the world. Faculties and
students has to develop skills to online teaching mode.
The parents has to understand and cooperate. So that the
academic curriculum can be completed without any loss
for the students.’
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Worldwide around 1.5 billion students are learning
in on line mode. Many students do not have wifi
connection and high-fi cell phone. The parents must buy
the necessary gadgets and they should supervise their
children to gain maximum benefit from on line classes.
Most of the students are interested in virtual education.
The teachers has to provide adequate content in advance.
So that the students will be aware of their lessons. Many
new advancement are available which can be used by
the teachers.*>

Previous studies revealed the control method of
influenza. That time school education were modified. ©
Since this online education is new to the students few
students reported eye strain and head ache. It can be
solved by adjusting the class time.’

One of the study done on the impact of Covid-19
and higher education revealed that students were
unaware of the classes and there was lack of personal
touch and interaction. It can be tackled by the teachers
by enquiring the students individually. The parents has
to give their full support and motivate their students to
cooperate with the current scenario.®

Another study done in Maharashtra, India stated
that some of the students reported positive impact on
online classes and few students reported about lack
of concentration. However online classes are very
useful except network issues which can be rectified.
It is the responsibility of the Universities to support
their professor’s and teacher’s in completion of the
curriculum and conduction of on line examination to
promote the students.’ with this great vision the faculty
of SRM College of Nursing intended to assess the
Nursing students experience regarding online classes
during Covid- 19 lockdown period. This study was done
after 4 months of online education.

Material and Method

The study was conducted through online among
B.Sc. Nursing students of SRM College of Nursing
in the month of August 2020. B.Sc. Nursing students
250 were enrolled by purposive sampling technique.
Demographic variables include were age, gender, course
of study, device used by students to attend online classes,
online media used by teachers.

Arround 23  self-structured questions
developed in Google dox form on 3 domains such as
teaching, learning and difficulties of online classes
in a likert scale with 5 points. In teaching dimension
effectiveness of teaching method used by the faculty,
response to online classes and the students satisfaction on
the online teaching were included. In learning dimension
effectiveness of understanding learning process, positive
effect regarding university exam, ideas on future online
classes and their interest to traditional learning were
included. Regarding online difficulties the students over
all stress level in online classes, stress due to Covid -19
disease condition, students feelings on online versus
traditional lectures, problem on internet issues, time to
read and physical problems experienced were included.
One open ended question on their suggestions regarding
teaching, learning and difficulties faced in virtual classes
was included.

were

After the correction of the tool by the experts in
Medical Surgical Nursing, pilot study was done among
10 students in online. The reliability of the tool was
tested by test retest method and the r value 0.8 was found
to be reliable. The questionnaire was found feasible to
proceed to the main study.

The Google form questionnaire was shared to the
students in on line to the participants. The collected
raw data was spread in the Excel master coding sheet
and it was analysed using statistical package for social
sciences (spss- 16). The p value of 0.05 level was used
for statistical significance.

Results

Regarding the frequency and percentage distribution
of the demographic variables revealed majority of the
participants among 250 B.Sc. Nursing Students 204
(81.6%) belongs to 18-20 years, females were 206
(82.4%), majority of them 240 (96.0%) used smart phone
for the online classes and around 10 (4.0%) students used
laptop. Regarding method of teaching majority of the
teachers 241 (96.4%) used the zoom app and the Google
class room on line was used by 7 teachers (2.8%).
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Fig. L. Percentage distribution of year of study of nursing students

Table 1: Frequency and percentage distribution of
level of learning experience among nursing students.

N =250
Learning Experience No. %
Unsatisfied (1-21) 0 0
Satisfied (22-42) 71 28.4
Highly satisfied (43-63) 179 71.6

The above table reveals majority of the students
179 (71.6%) were highly satisfied and 71 (28.4%) of the
students were satisfied with the on line classes done by
the teachers.

Table 2: Assessment of mean and standard
deviation of learning experience score among
nursing students. N =250

Variables Score
Minimum Score 26.0
Maximum Score 63.0
Mean 46.21
Standard Deviation 7.32

The above table reveals high level of satisfaction
with maximum score of 63.0 and minimum score of
26.0. This result is significant with the mean value of

46.21 and the standard deviation of 7.32. Hence the
study is significant.

The association of the learning experience of nursing
students with their demographic variables was significant
with the year of study of the participants. Other variables
like age, gender,course of study, device used by students
to attend online classes, online media used by teachers
were not associated with the demographic variables.

Discussion

The present study on assessing the experience of
Nursing students about online classes during Covid -19
lock down period is the need of the hour. This is the first
time the Nursing faculty and students of SRM College
of Nursing were exposed to online classes. It is believed
that during this lock down period students are having
many difficulties to understand the classes. There is no
motivation, no social interaction and the students are
psychologically upset due to the distraction and lack of
support at home. Some of the students have very poor
net work coverage and the students had head ache due
to continuous online education mode. The students were
convinced by the teachers and by weekly 3 classes and
individual phone calls and watsup messages students
were happy to cooperate with the classes.
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In this study 250 B.Sc. Nursing students participated.
The findings of the present study revealed that majority
of the students 179 (71.6%) were highly satisfied and
71 (28.4%) of the students were satisfied with the on
line classes done by the teachers. The result of the study
revealed high level of satisfaction with maximum score
of 63.0 and minimum score of 26.0. This result was
significant with the mean value 0f 46.21 and the standard
deviation of 7.32. The association of the learning
experience of nursing students with the demographic
variables was significant with the age group of the
participants. Hence the research hypothesis formulated
in this study was proved.

This result is supported by the study ofDr. Anjana
kannankara (2020) on E-learning the Best Bet during
lockdown. The study states that online learning will
facilitate to face the challenge of working in this new
environment as well as embrace the new opportunities to
everyone. Hence, this study can be done in other areas of
education to facilitate the online education.!”

Conclusion

The present study high light the success of the
online teaching and learning programme of B.Sc.
Nursing students during this Covid-19 pandemic period.
The teaching faculty and the students has to adapt new
learning method for the completion of the curriculum.
The parents has to help and motivate the students in
continuous learning process during this critical situation.
This study can be done in other areas of education to
develop knowledge and confidence among the students.
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